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MACKENZIE STAGG 
Assistant Research Professor 
Auburn University School of Architecture, Planning and Landscape Architecture  
104 Dudley Hall, Auburn University, AL 36849 
staggmm@auburn.edu 
 
 
 
EDUCATION 

2008 Auburn University; Auburn, AL 
 Bachelor of Architecture, Summa Cum Laude 
 
 
ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE 

2020 – Present Auburn University School of Architecture, Planning and Landscape Architecture; Auburn, AL 
 Assistant Research Professor - Technical 

Managing the Front Porch Initiative research into housing affordability and forming the research agenda. 
Developing and directing the messaging and communication infrastructure needed to collaborate with funders, 
subject matter experts, and builder partners. Advancing research into building technology around efficiency, 
durability/resilience, and wellness in single-family homes. Interfacing directly with builders and housing 
providers through regular communication and site visits. Maintaining project schedule and managing 
deliverables and reporting to funders. 

 
2018 – 2020 Auburn University School of Architecture, Planning and Landscape Architecture; Auburn, AL 
 Assistant Research Professor 

Supported housing affordability research. Developed and managed projects with housing provider partners. 
Reported on activities to funders. 

Courses Taught: 
ARCH2210: Environmental Controls I (with Mary English) 

 
2010 – 2014 Auburn University Rural Studio; Newbern, AL 
 Outreach Coordinator and Director’s Assistant 

Managed the Rural Studio Outreach program, handled press inquiries, assisted in the development of Rural 
Studio’s graphic output, and wrote some small grants. 

 
 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

2016 – 2018 Waggonner & Ball; New Orleans, LA 
 Designer 
 
2015 – 2016 Alembic Community Development; New Orleans, LA 
 Project Coordinator 
 
2015 Ripple Effect; New Orleans, LA 
 Project Manager 
 
2009 – 2010 Community Housing Partners / CHP Design Studio; Christiansburg, VA 
 AmeriCorps VISTA 
 
2007, 2009 Giattina Aycock Architecture Studio; Birmingham, AL 
 Intern Designer 
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CONTRACTS AND GRANTS RECEIVED 

202 “Small High Efficiency Home Pipeline Partnership Development” 
Fannie Mae; $903,071 contract 
Role: Co-PI; with Rusty Smith (PI) and Elizabeth Farrell Garcia (Co-PI) 
 
“Optimizing Integration and Adoption of Healthy Building Materials in the Design of Energy Efficient, 
Resilient Single-Family Building Envelope Assemblies” 
Creative Work and Social Impact Scholarship Funding Program, Auburn University, $20,000 grant 
Role: co-PI; with Rusty Smith (PI), Elizabeth Farrell Garcia (Co-PI), Emily McGlohn (Co-PI), Eric Wetzel (Co-
PI), and Farnaz Jafari (Investigator) 

 
2021 “Small Affordable Home Product Implementation Research” (Year 4) 

Fannie Mae; $325,000 contract 
Role: Co-PI; with Rusty Smith (PI) and Elizabeth Farrell Garcia (Co-PI) 
 
“Data Collection, Analysis, and Documentation for the 20K/HFH Homes in Opelika, Phase 2” 
McWhorter Fund for Excellence Grant Program, Auburn University; $7,300 grant 
Role: Co-PI; with David Hinson (PI), Mike Hosey (Co-PI), and Elizabeth Farrell Garcia (Co-PI) 

 
“Optimizing Integration and Adoption of Healthy Building Materials in the Design of Energy Efficient, 
Resilient Single-Family Building Envelope Assemblies: Task 2, Building Envelope Analysis” 
McWhorter Fund for Excellence Grant Program, Auburn University, $10,000 grant 
Role: Investigator; with Rusty Smith (PI), Eric Wetzel (Co-PI), Elizabeth Farrell Garcia (Investigator), and 
Farnaz Jafari (Investigator) 

 
2020 “Small Affordable Home Product Implementation Research” (Year 3) 
 Fannie Mae; $499,999 contract 

Role: Co-PI; with Rusty Smith, PI and Elizabeth Farrell Garcia 
 
“Building Capacity for Home Replacement Programs in Persistently Impoverished Counties” 
Rural Community Development Initiative (RCDI), USDA; $249,567 grant 
Role: Co-PI; with Rusty Smith, PI 

 
2019 “Small Affordable Home Product Implementation Research” (Year 2) 
 Fannie Mae; $500,000 contract 

Role: Co-PI; with Rusty Smith, PI 
 
“Design, R&D, and Construction of Prototypical High-Performance Homes” 
Wells Fargo Housing Foundation National Housing Grants Program; $100,000 grant 
 
“Data Collection, Analysis, and Documentation for the 20K/HFH Homes in Opelika” 
McWhorter Fund for Excellence Grant Program, Auburn University; $7,500 grant 
Role: Co-PI; with David Hinson, PI, Mike Hosey, Co-PI, and Elizabeth Farrell Garcia, Co-PI 

 
2018 “Communication is Key: Unlocking Home Affordability and Prosperity in Rural America” 

Presidential Award for Interdisciplinary Research (PAIR), Auburn University; $1,275,000 grant,  
over 3 years 
Role: Leadership Team Member; with Rusty Smith (PI), Natalie Butts-Ball; Other team members: Elizabeth 
Garcia, Margaret Fletcher, Courtney Windham, Michelle Sidler, Susan Youngblood, Ed Youngblood, Andrew 
Freear, Xavier Vendrell, Emily McGlohn, Justin Miller, and David Hinson 
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“Small Affordable Home Product Implementation Research” (Year 1) 
Fannie Mae; $450,000 contract 
Role: Researcher; with Rusty Smith, PI 

 
Amendment to “Small Affordable Home Product Implementation Research” 

 Fannie Mae; $38,700 contract 
Role: Researcher; with Rusty Smith, PI 

 
“Rural Resource Mapping in Hale County, Alabama” 
CADC Seed Grant Program, Auburn University; $4,940 grant 
Role: Co-PI; with Emily McGlohn, PI and Emily Knox, Co-PI 

 
 

PAPERS 

Peer-Reviewed Proceedings 

2022 “Balancing Act: Seeking Equilibrium Between Cost and Performance in Housing Affordability” 
ACEEE Summer Study on Energy Efficiency in Buildings, 2022 
co-authored with David Hinson, Elizabeth Farrell Garcia, and Rusty Smith 

 
“Balancing Act: Seeking Equilibrium Between Cost and Performance in Housing Affordability” 
ACSA 110th Annual Meeting: EMPOWER; Virtual Conference; May 18-20, 2022 
co-authored with David Hinson, Elizabeth Farrell Garcia, Rusty Smith, and Bruce Kitchell 

 
2020 “Rural Studio Front Porch Initiative: Intersections and Details of Resilience, Efficiency and Equity” 

Panel 1: Residential Buildings: Technologies, Design, Operation, and Industry Trends; 2020 
ACEEE Summer Study on Energy Efficiency in Buildings; virtual conference; August 17-21, 2020 
co-authored with Meghan Walsh, Natalie Butts-Ball, Elizabeth Farrell Garcia, David Hinson, Michelle Sidler, and 
Rusty Smith 
 

Peer-Reviewed Abstracts 

2021 “Harnessing Strategic Partnerships to Increase Equitable Access to Homeownership” 
AIA/ACSA Intersections Research Conference: COMMUNITIES; Virtual Fall Conference; 
September 29 – October 1, 2021 
co-authored with Elizabeth Farrell Garcia and Rusty Smith 

 
2020 “Can Increasing Energy Performance be a Key to Unlocking Rural Home Affordability?” 

AIA/ACSA Intersections Research Conference: CARBON; Virtual Fall Conference; September 30 – 
October 2, 2020 
co-authored with David Hinson, Elizabeth Farrell Garcia, Rusty Smith, Bruce Kitchell, and Betsy Burnet 
 
“From Project to Product: The Opportunities and Challenges of Place-Based Research” 
Schools of Thought: Rethinking Architectural Pedagogy; University of Oklahoma; Norman, OK; 
March 5-6, 2020 
co-authored with Emily McGlohn; Acceptance rate for full paper presentations was 42.6% 
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PRESENTATIONS & PANEL DISCUSSIONS 

Invited Presentations & Panel Discussions 

2022 “Chipola Street Development: An Affordable Housing and Workforce Development Initiative” 
Florida Housing Coalition Hurricane Member Update; virtual; July 29, 2022 
with Carmen Smith 

 
“Rural Studio” 
Fahe Tennessee Caucus Meeting; Johnson City, TN; June 8, 2022 
 
“Chipola Street Development: An Affordable Housing and Workforce Development Initiative” 
Habitat for Humanity Affiliate Conference; Atlanta, GA and virtual; April 13, 2022 
with Carmen Smith and Darwin Gilmore 

 
“Housing and Energy Efficiency” 
Mountain T.O.P. Housing Summit; Coalmont, TN; April 7, 2022 

 
“Rural Studio” 
Florida A&M University; virtual; February 20, 2022 

 
“The Front Porch Initiative” 
Alabama Center for Architecture; virtual; January 20, 2022 

 
2021 “Strategic Alliances to Strengthen Communities for Rural Climate Resilience” 

Housing Assistance Council National Rural Housing Conference; virtual; December 2, 2021 
Panel with Meghan Walsh (mod), Elizabeth Farrell Garcia, Nicole Austin, Scott Williamson, and Ted Toon 

 
“Rural Studio” 
FEMA IRC Recovery Resources Compendium Reveal webinar; virtual; October 13, 2021 

 
“Seal, Strap & Certify: Designing, Building and Monitoring High-Performance Homes.” 
Building Technology Educators’ Society Conference; virtual; June 10, 2021 
Plenary Session with David Hinson and Elizabeth Farrell Garcia 
 
“Chipola Street Development: Access + Recovery + Workforce” 
Florida Housing Coalition Hurricane Member Update; virtual; April 16, 2021 
with Carmen Smith and Elizabeth Farrell Garcia 
 
“Affordable Housing Resources and Auburn University Rural Studio: Four Sustainable Micro 
Homes for Low-Income Buyers” 
NeighborWorks Southern Region CEO Call; virtual; April 14, 2021 
with Eddie Latimer 
 
“Build Resilient Societies” 
Auburn University Faculty Research Symposium; virtual; January 29, 2021 
Panel with Mike Clardy (mod), Soledad Peresin, David Roueche, and Matt Waters 

 
2019 “Rural Studio and Disaster Resilience” 

Florida Housing Coalition Hurricane Member Update Webinar; December 13, 2019 
with Meghan Walsh 
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“Housing Recovery Resources” 
 Interagency Forum for Hurricane Michael Disaster Recovery in Rural Inland Communities; 

Marianna, FL; August 7, 2019 
Panel with April Atkins (mod), Cassandra Madden, Carmen Smith, Kate McCarthy, Tamisha Smith, and  
Chip White 
 
“Housing Recovery Resources” 
Interagency Forum for Hurricane Michael Disaster Recovery; Panama City, FL; April 10, 2019 
Panel with Ann Carpenter (mod), Gladys Cook, John Olsen, and Anthony Jones 
 
“Context: Scale” 

 Fieldwork: Design Build Conversations; Tulane University, New Orleans, LA; January 25, 2019 
Panel with Emilie Taylor Welty (mod), David Perkes, and Joe Viddich 

 
2018 “Tapes and Straps: 207 Stevens Street” 

Auburn University APLA Continuing Education Event; Auburn, AL; August 9, 2018 
 

“Architecture of Decency: Rural Studio and the 20K House” 
Tiny House Fest Vermont; Brattleboro, VT; June 23, 2018 
 
“Good Design for All” 

 Tiny House Fest Vermont; Brattleboro, VT; June 23, 2018 
Panel with John Connell, Bryan Louisell, and Bill Austin 

 
2013 “Rural Studio” 
 Birmingham Amaranth Club; Birmingham, AL; March 1, 2013 
 
2012 “Community-Based Design” 
 Redefining Design: AIA Gulf States Emerging Professionals Conference; Memphis, TN;  
 June 29, 2012 

Panel with Emilie Taylor-Welty and Sarah Naughton 
 

“Rural Studio: Socially Responsible Architecture” 
 Fragiles Week, Sint-Lucas School of Architecture; Gent, Belgium; March 28, 2012 

Keynote Presentation 
 
“Rural Studio”  
Zurich University of Applied Sciences; Zurich, Switzerland; March 26, 2012 

 
Presentations & Panel Discussions with Peer-Reviewed Proposals 

2021 “Increasing Equitable Access to Homeownership” 
AIA/ACSA Intersections Research Conference: COMMUNITIES; virtual; October 1, 2021 
with Elizabeth Farrell Garcia 

 
“Seal, Strap, and Certify: Energy Performance Meets Resilience in Affordable, High-Performance 
Homes” 
Greenbuild International Conference and Expo; San Diego, CA; September 21, 2021 
with Elizabeth Farrell Garcia 

 
“A Multidimensional Approach to Addressing Housing Insecurity” 
ASPIRE: AIA South Atlantic Region Conference; virtual; September 14, 2021 
with Rusty Smith, Emily McGlohn, and Elizabeth Farrell Garcia 
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2020 “From Project to Product: The Opportunities & Challenges of Place-Based Research” 
Sustainable Approaches to Facilitating Meaningful Undergraduate Research session; SECAC 
2020; virtual; December 5, 2020 
with Emily McGlohn 
 
“Front Porch Initiative: Linking Home Performance & Financing” 
Freddie Mac Rural Research Symposium; virtual; November 10, 2020 
with Emily McGlohn, Rusty Smith, and Elizabeth Farrell Garcia 

 
“Front Porch Initiative: Linking Home Performance & Financing” 
EEBA Virtual High Performance Home Summit; virtual; October 7, 2020 
with Emily McGlohn, Rusty Smith, and Elizabeth Farrell Garcia 
 
“Can Increasing Energy Performance be a Key to Unlocking Rural Home Affordability?” 
AIA/ACSA Intersections Research Conference: CARBON; virtual; August 25, 2020 
with David Hinson 
 
“From Project to Product: The Opportunities & Challenges of Place-Based Research” 

 Engaging Design-Build Pedagogy session; Schools of Thought: Rethinking Architectural Pedagogy; 
University of Oklahoma; Norman, OK; March 5, 2020 

 Acceptance rate for full paper presentations was 42.6% 
 
2019 “Rural Studio’s Front Porch Initiative: Small but not Tiny Homes” 
 The National Organization of Minority Architects Conference; Brooklyn, NY; October 18, 2019 

with Rusty Smith, Xavier Vendrell, and Meghan Walsh 
 
“Rural Studio: What Can Affordable Housing Truly Afford?” 
Greenbuild International Conference and Expo; Atlanta, GA; November 22, 2019 
with Rusty Smith, Meghan Walsh, and Molly Simpson 
Received a speaker credibility/knowledge score of 9.39 out of 10; overall presentation skills score of 9.08 
(Average scores: speaker credibility/knowledge: 8.81; overall presentation skills: 8.55) 

 
“Rural Studio’s 20K Initiative and the Total Cost of Affordable Housing” 
Building Innovation 2019: Optimizing for Tomorrow; National Institute of Building Sciences 
Conference & Expo; Washington, DC; January 8, 2019 
Panel with Rusty Smith and Joe Weisbord  

 
2018 "Rural Studio’s 20K Initiative and the Total Cost of Affordable Housing” 
 The Southern Conference on Homelessness and Housing; Orange Beach, AL; November 15, 2018 

with Emily McGlohn and Natalie Butts-Ball 
 
Poster Presentations 

2021 “Home Energy Performance Study” 
Auburn University Faculty Research Symposium; virtual; January 29, 2021 
with David Hinson, Elizabeth Farrell Garcia, Rusty Smith, and Mike Hosey 

 
2019 “Saying is Showing” and “Showing is Saying” 

Auburn University Faculty Research Symposium; Auburn, AL; October 4, 2019 
with Rusty Smith, Natalie Butts-Ball, Margaret Fletcher, Courtney Windham, Michelle Sidler, Ed Youngblood, 
and Susan Youngblood 
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“Rural Resource Mapping in Hale County, Alabama” 
Auburn University Faculty Research Symposium; Auburn, AL; October 4, 2019 
with Emily McGlohn and Emily Knox 

 
 
INVITED EXHIBITIONS 

2019 “20K Initiative” 
 Fannie Mae in:House; Washington, DC; June 10, 2019 

with Auburn University Rural Studio 
 
2014 “Design for Social Impact” 
 Museum of Design Atlanta; Atlanta, GA; May 25–August 3, 2014 

with Auburn University Rural Studio 
 
2013 “20K Houses” 
 University of Manitoba Faculty of Architecture; Manitoba, CA; March 25–May 1, 2013 

with Auburn University Rural Studio 
 
2010 “Small Scale, Big Change” 
 Museum of Modern Art; New York, NY; October 3, 2010–January 3, 2011 

with Auburn University Rural Studio 
 
2008 “Out There: Architecture Beyond Building” 
 11th International Architecture Biennale; Venice, Italy; September 14–November 23, 2008 

with Auburn University Rural Studio 
 
 
ACADEMIC SERVICE 

Auburn University 

2022 HONR 1087: Guest Lecture, January 30, 2022 
 
2021 HONR 1087: Guest Lecture, November 3, 2021 
 

Auburn University College of Architecture, Design and Construction (CADC) 

2022 Search Committee Member: Visiting Research Professor of Building Construction 
 
2021 Search Committee Member: Visiting Research Professor of Building Science 

Search Committee Member: Visiting Research Professor of Architecture 
 
2020 Search Committee Member: Research Program Development and Grants Manager 
 
2019 GDES 2230: Final Project Review, September 12, 2019 
 
Auburn University School of Architecture, Planning and Landscape Architecture (APLA) 

2022 Search Committee Chair: Research Architect I/II 
Search Committee Member: Assistant or Associate Professors of Landscape Architecture 
ARIA 4030: Mid-Project Review, June 17, 2022 
ARCH 3020: Final Project Review, April 29, 2022 
ARCH 1020: Mid-Project Review, March 2, 2022 
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2021  ARCH 2010: Final Project Review, November 29, 2021 
ARCH 3010: Final Project Review, November 19, 2021 
ARCH 2010: Mid-Project Review, November 3, 2021 
ARCH 3010: Mid-Project Review, October 27, 2021 
ARCH 2020: Final Project Review, March 5, 2021 
ENVD 5030: Guest Lecturer, February 4, 2021 

 
2020 Search Committee Member: Rural Studio Operations Manager 

ARCH 3010: Final Project Review, November 20, 2020 
ARCH 5020: Mid-Project Review, October 23, 2020 
ARCH 3010: Mid-Project Review, October 9, 2020 
ARCH 2010: Mid-Project Review, September 14, 2020 
ENVD 4010: Guest Lecturer, September 2, 2020 
ARCH 2020: Final Project Review, April 24, 2020 
ARCH 3020: Final Project Review, April 23, 2020 
ARCH 4020: Mid-Project Review, March 25, 2020 
ARCH 2020: Final Project Review, February 28, 2020 
ARCH 2020: Mid-Project Review, February 12, 2020 

  
2019 Committee Member: Communications – Web Structure 

ARCH 2010: Final Project Review, December 4, 2019 
ARCH 2010: Mid-Project Review, November 13, 2019 
ENVD 4970: Guest Lecturer, October 1, 2019 
ARCH 3500: Guest Instructor, multiple weeks, Summer 2019 
LAND 7440: Mid-Project Review, March 20, 2019 
ARCH 3020: Guest Instructor, 3 classes, March 4–8, 2019 
ARCH 4320: Guest Instructor, 2 classes, March 5–7, 2019 
ARCH 1020: Guest Instructor, 3 classes, January 14–18, 2019 

 
2018 ARCH 2010: Mid-Project Review, November 18, 2018 

ARCH 5010: Mid-Project Review, October 31, 2018 
ARCH 1020: Final Project Review, July 26, 2018 
ARCH 2020: Final Project Review, April 25, 2018 

 
 
PROJECT PUBLICATIONS: BOOKS 

2015 Visions of the Black Belt: A Cultural Survey of the Heart of Alabama, by Robin McDonald and 
Valerie Pope Burnes, University of Alabama Press. Roundwood House. 

 
2014 Rural Studio at Twenty, by Andrew Freear and Elena Barthel with Andrea Oppenheimer Dean, 

Princeton Architectural Press. Willie Bell House, Roundwood House, Greensboro Farmers Market. 
 

Wood Houses: Innovation and Design, by Jacobo Krauel, Links Books. Roundwood House. 
 
2013 Designed for Habitat, by David Hinson and Justin Miller, Routledge. DESIGNhabitat2. 
 
 
SELECTED PROJECT PUBLICATIONS: PERIODICALS 

2020 The Tennessean, “Tiny and affordable homes in market in WEHO,” December 6, 2020, by Bill 
Lewis. Front Porch Initiative: AHR Wharf Avenue Development. 
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HAC Rural Voices, “Rural Studio and the Front Porch Initiative: What Good Design Can Afford,” 
Fall 2020, by Rusty Smith and Michelle Sidler. Front Porch Initiative. 

 
Good Grit, “Making Home Happen,” September-October 2020, by Melanie Cissone. Front Porch 
Initiative. 

 
2019 Auburn Research, “$5 Million Presidential Awards for Interdisciplinary Research,” 2019. Front 

Porch Initiative.  
 
Auburn Research, “Innovative Building,” 2019. Front Porch Initiative. 

 
2015 gb&d, “Bet The House: Rural Studio’s 20K Wager,” January/February 2015, by Brian Barth. 

20Kv13 Sylvia's House, 20Kv14 Bobby's House, 20Kv15 Idella's House, 20Kv16 Michele’s House. 
 
2014 Alabama Living, “Auburn’s Rural Studio at 20,” July 2014, by David Haynes. 20Kv14 Bobby’s 

House. 
 
Architectural Record, “Born and Raised in Hale County,” June 2014, by Beth Broome. Rural Studio 
20th Anniversary. 
 
Beyond Auburn, “Rural Studio at 20: Honoring the Place and the People,” Summer 2014. 20K 
House, Rural Studio 20th Anniversary. 
 

2013 Time, “The $20,000 Home: Lessons from the rugged frontier of low-cost design,” September 30, 
2013, by Belinda Luscombe. 20K House. 
 
Architectural Record, “County Fare,” July 2013, by Asad Syrkett. Greensboro Farmers Market. 
 

2011 The Wall Street Journal, “A Real House on a Very Tight Budget,” July 16–17, 2011. 20Kv10 
Joanne’s House. 
 
ALFA Neighbors, “Savor the Fresh Taste of Summer: Greensboro Opens New Farmers Market,” 
July 2013, by Jillian Clair. Greensboro Farmers Market. 
 
Integration Quarterly, “the Rural Studio Revolution,” Spring 2011, by Anne Dillaghan. MoMA 
Exhibition: Small Scale, Big Change. 

 
2009 Lotus, “Roundwood House,” December 2009. Roundwood House. 

 
Metropolitan Home, “The 20K House,” March 2009, by Karrie Jacobs. Roundwood House. 
 
Blueprint, “Rural Studio Alabama,” January 2009. Roundwood House. 

 
2006 Architectural Record, “Keeping the Spirit Alive by Moving Ahead,” March 2006, by Andrea 

Oppenheimer Dean. Willie Bell’s House. 
 
 
SELECTED PROJECT PUBLICATIONS: WEB 

2021 WKRN, “Non-profit works alongside Mertro's Affordable Housing Task Force to expand housing 
options,” March 2, 2021, by Erica Francis. Front Porch Initiative: AHR Wharf Avenue Development. 
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Jackson County Floridian, “A tale of four tiny homes,” February 25, 2021, by Deborah Buckhalter. 
Front Porch Initiative: CAHFH Chipola Street Development.  
 
WTVY / News 4, “New affordable housing coming to Jackson County,” February 25, 2021, by Katie 
Bente. Front Porch Initiative: CAHFH Chipola Street Development. 
 
WMBB-TV, “Chipola Area Habitat for Humanity partners with Chipola College and Auburn 
University Rural Studio to build new homes,” February 25, 2021, by Emily McLeod. Front Porch 
Initiative: CAHFH Chipola Street Development. 
 

2020 Jackson County Floridian, “Habitat to build 4 ‘tiny homes’,” November 17, 2020, by Deborah 
Buckhalter. Front Porch Initiative: CAHFH Chipola Street Development. 

 
Architect: AIANow, “Holistic Solutions for Home Ownership,” July 2, 2020, by Katherine Flynn. 
Front Porch Initiative. 

 
Architectural Record, “Rural Studio Program Promotes Energy-Efficient Home Ownership,” April 
28, 2020, by Joann Gonchar. Front Porch Initiative. 

 
2019  Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta, “Innovative Program Aims to Boost Affordable Housing in 

Alabama,” January 23, 2019, by Karen Jacobs. Front Porch Initiative. 
 

Opelika-Auburn News, “Opelika Takes Steps toward renewable energy,” January 10, 2019, by Ali 
Selman. Front Porch Initiative: AOHFH House 66. 

 
2018 Yes! Magazine, “Where ‘Homework’ Means Building Affordable Homes,” November 11, 2018, by 

Deonna Anderson. Front Porch Initiative. 
 
Green Building Advisor, “Scaling Up a Model for Affordable Housing,” August 7, 2018, by Scott 
Gibson. Front Porch Initiative. 
 
AU Newsroom, “Auburn University Rural Studio's 20K Initiative: The key to affordable home 
ownership,” July 10, 2018, by Colleen Bourdeau. Front Porch Initiative. 

 
2015 nola.com, “Turning a flooded school courtyard into a teachable moment,” December 14, 2015, by 

Brian R. Friedman. KCCP Campus Design Strategy. 
 
Playscapes, “Ripple Effect Model Water Literacy Playscape,” April 20, 2015, by Sarah Carrier. 
KCCP Campus Design Strategy. 
 
Impact Design Hub, “Building the First Water Literacy Campus in New Orleans,” April 23, 2015. 
KKCP Campus Design Strategy. 
 
HuffPost, “$20,000 Homes Created By Students Could Help Fix Rural America’s Affordable 
Housing Crisis,” February 17, 2015. 20K House. 
 
CityLab, “The Promise of the $20,000 House,” February 3, 2015, by Carla Jean Whitley. 20Kv10 
Joanne’s House. 
 

2014 Slate, “Can These $20,000 Houses Save the American Dream?,” May 19, 2014, by Andrew Freear, 
Elena Barthel, and Andrea Oppenheimer-Dean. Roundwood House, 20K House. 
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Green Building Advisor, “Housing Lab Moves ‘From Project to Product,’” June 1, 2014, by Scott 
Gibson. Roundwood House, 20K House. 

 
2013 USA Today College, “Auburn architecture students build affordable homes,” November 14, 2013, 

by Cat Zakrzewski. 20K House. 
 

Fast Company. “This Impeccably Designed $20,000 House Could Soon Be Yours,” November 5, 
2013, by Sydney Brownstone. 20K House. 

 
DesignAlabama, “Rural Studio – for food,” July 2013, by Phillip Morris. Greensboro Farmers 
Market. 
 

2011 MSN Real Estate, “Yes, you can build a house for $20,000,” July 27, 2011, by Teresa Mears. 
20Kv10 Joanne’s House. 

 
2009 Elle Décor, “The 20K House,” February 5, 2009, by Karrie Jacobs. Roundwood House. 
 
2008 (h)ourtus: rivista di architettura, “Rural Studio: L’architettura della decenza,” June 9, 2008, by 

Federico De Matteis. Roundwood House. 
 
 
ACCOLADES 

2008 E. Walter Burkhardt Award, Auburn University 
 
 AIA School Medal, Auburn University 
 
2007 – 2008 Outstanding Undergraduate Award, Auburn University 
 
2007 National AIA Housing Award 

for DESIGNhabitat2 collaborative studio 
 
2006 Tau Sigma Delta Honor Society 
 
2005 Phi Kappa Phi National Honor Society 
 
2003 Alpha Lambda Delta Honor Society 


